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“THE THIRD BUILDING”

WE ARE MAKING MORE ROOM FOR JAMESTOWN'S HISTORY

Artist’s rendering of the “Third Building.” This view is from the Hall House parking lot.

by Joni Blackman

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
VISION 2030 is our plan to sus-
tain and grow the Fenton over
the next 5 years. It has been
moving along at a steady pace.
You have been stepping up to
become monthly donors.

We have hired a very capable
education coordinator. And now
we can reveal our vision for the
third building which I am calling
the Annex (if you have name in
mind or would like to talk about
a donation for naming rights, let
me know). This project will po-
sition the Fenton History Center
to serve the greater Jamestown

community for the next 25 years.

The Annex will expand the
Fenton History Center’s pro-
gramming and collecting options
to bring more residents and vis-
itors into the Center and in turn
teach about Jamestown. On the
main floor of the Annex we will
have usable, changeable exhibit
space and open visible storage
for the large artifacts — more
ways to teach Jamestown’s histo-
ry. The lower floor of the Annex
will be the new home of the re-
stored #93 trolley. PLUS it will
have a large meeting room (seat
70) with a small catering kitchen,
alarge, covered patio for summer
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events and all the IT upgrades
needed for our presentations and
speakers. Part of the lower level
will be collections offices and
high density mobile shelving.

The Annex will be situated
behind the Hall House in the
...CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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..CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

grassy area. The building will
be 2 floors built into the slope
of the yard, 100 ft long by 48-66
ft wide depending on where you
are in the building. The Annex
will connect to the Hall House
through a roomy 3-story addi-
tion that will expand our storage
areas and provide easier access
to and from the second floor of
the Hall House for our staff and
volunteers. The connector will
also house new restrooms and a
future elevator space.

I have been working with Fenton
Trustee Paul Johnson to com-
plete the building plans. Paul
has graciously donated his time
and expertise to provide the
drawings and serve as the gen-
eral manager/contractor for the
project — at no cost to the Center.

What does all of this cost? The
bottom line is $750,000 includ-
ing the landscaping and paving.
In addition, we need to raise
$100,000 (over the next 3 years)
for the endowment fund to sup-

Artist’s rendering of the “Third Building.” This is the view from Washington Street.

port the building in the future.
The Fenton History Center has
396 members as of this writing.
If each of us give some we could
reach the individual donor goal
of $100,000. The remainder of
the building support will come
from local foundations and NY
State funds. I am working on the
capital campaign booklet at this
time, just waiting on a few key
items and then I can show you
our vision.

I am asking you, as a member, to

think about how you would like
to help to support this needed
expansion. Please call me (716-
664-6256) or email (director@
fentonhistorycenter.org) me if
you would like a donor brochure
or want to talk about this excit-
ing project.

CORPORATE MEMBER ADVERTISER

.\ WeberKnapp

2 WALNUT GROVE PRESS



An Ice Cream Social Celebrating
America’s 250th Birthday

and the 207th Birthday of Gov. Reuben E. Fenton

MllSiC
Speakers

Col()_nial Co

Free to Attend ¢ Donations Welcome W “,
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716-664-6256

www.FentonHistoryCenter.org

67 Washington Street, Jamestown, NY 14701
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GIVE BIG

CHQ

SAVE THE DATE!

F

Thursdaz, Jung 11, 2026

A

Support three important fundraising efforts
at the Fenton History Center

N

-

Vision 2030
*

Help strengthen the Fenton
History Center for the future
through Vision 2030. Support
collections care, preservation
projects, education programs,
exhibit growth, and long-term

improvements that keep local
history accessible for
generations to come.

~
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Vets Finding Vets ‘

Honor and preserve
the stories of local veterans.
Your support helps fund
veterans programs, research,
outreach, story-sharing, and
community connections that
continue the Fenton’s long
tradition of serving veterans

and their families.

4

Chadakoin
Valley Project
<

Support the preservation

Black history. Donations help
document oral histories,
preserve archives, and
expand educational resources
and public programming.

N

and promotion of Jamestown’s
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200 Years of Newspapers in Jamestown
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e Journal will be published every
Weodnesday and forwarded to Subseribers
actarding ‘to direction.

" Village Subscribers will be charged two
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A% hen sent by mail, or debvered at
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Exhibit Opening Friday, July 3, 2026 at 5 p.m.

~Uje—

At the Fenton History Center, 67 Washington Street, Jamestown, NY 14701
Exhibit Open July 3, 2026 - October 31, 2026

\
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NOTES FROM THE DIRECTOR

by Joni Blackman

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
The Fenton Historic Walking
Tours begin this month. They
were started almost 20 years
ago and have grown to include a
variety of Jamestown neighbor-
hoods, topics and unique places.
This year’s walks begin with the
Lakeview Ave. stretch of period
homes and stories. Led by long-
time volunteer and actor extraor-
dinaire Cindy Rodgers. The tour
will begin at the Christ First
United Methodist lower parking
lot. It should be very interesting!

The Fenton is well represented
this summer at the Jamestown
Farmer’s Market on the second
Saturday of each month through
September and Third (Thurs-
days) on Third put on by the
Chautauqua Chamber of Com-
merce. Education coordinator
Liz Gabalski is setting up her
child friendly table of fun and
facts at each event throughout
the summer. Stop over and say
“Hi!” to her.

Give Big 2026 is June 11th — the
area’s community wide online
(and offline) giving day. We are
asking our generous donors to
support our ongoing Veterans’
programming through the Vets
Finding Vets activities managed
by Barb Cessna, OR our bottom
line needs — our general operat-
ing costs to keep the doors open
and staff doing their work. You

will be receiving emails about
the Big Give — stay tuned...

The NEXT lecture “Appreciating
the Architectre of first Presby-
terian Church at 100” by John
Smagner, PhD, is on Tuesday,
June 16 at 7 PM (and YouTube).
Come learn about the century
long history of Jamestown’s First
Presbyterian Church and its ar-
chitecture.

Mark your calendar! Scoops
& Liberty is coming your
way on July 3.

Happy Birthday America and
Gov. Reuben E. Fenton — a day
early!

On Friday, July 3 we will host an
old-fashioned ice cream social
on the grounds of Walnut Grove.
We encourage you to come learn
about the American Revolution
and our part of NY from our City
historian, Mike Rohlin and learn
about our home-town Governor

.---

from local genealogist & histo-
rian Andrew Kolstee. All while
enjoying your ice cream and
listening to live period music.
We encourage you to wear your
period clothing (1700-1800s) or
some touch of the time to show
your support! The event is free,
donations gladly accepted.

Read All About It!
200 Years of
Newspapers in Jamestown

The Fenton’s newest exhibit
opens Friday, July 3rd, at 5 PM in
time for the “Scoops & Liberty”
birthday event. It explores more
than 30 newspapers published
in Jamestown since 1826, in-
cluding their editors and owners,
major stories, political influence,
and the role they played in shap-
ing the community. Were you a
paper carrier? Do you have a fa-
vorite newspaper? Send us your
stories at stories@fentonhistory-
center.org
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Local Trivia

Q1. What was the name of the liquor
store in the Hotel Samuels in 1914?
Q2. On what streets was there a station
for the Underground Railroad?

Q3. Who opened a blacksmith shop in 18122
Q4. Where did William Broadhead live?

Q5. Who was the first football player from
JHS to be named to the first team All-State
Football Team?

See page 30 for answers.

SYSTEMS, LLC

FIRE W SECURITY W COMMUNICATIONS

Sd INSTITUTE STREET - JAMESTOWRN, NY 145701

(*716) 664-5336
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GENEALOGY
SUPPORT GROUP

HELD AT THE HALL HOUSE RESEARCH CENTER
73 Forest Avenue, Jamestown, New York 14701 Phone: (716) 664-6256

2026 CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Sat., January 10, 2026
Wed., January 28, 2026
Wed., February 25, 2026
Thurs., March 26, 2026
Wed., April 29, 2026
Wed., May 27, 2026
Wed., June 24, 2026

12PM-10 PM

4 PM -8 PM
4 PM -8 PM
4 PM -8 PM
4 PM -8 PM
4 PM -8 PM
4 PM

Library Lock-In
Research Night
Research Night
Research Night
Research Night
Research Night
Field Trip

Tour of Records at the Court House in Mayville*

Contact us if you want to go!

Wed., July 29, 2026

Wed., August 26, 2026
Wed., September 30, 2026
Wed., October 28, 2026
Wed., November 18, 2026
Wed., December 30, 2026

4 PM-8PM
4 PM -8 PM
4 PM -8 PM
4 PM -8 PM
4 PM -8 PM
4 PM -8 PM

Research Night
Research Night
Research Night
Research Night
Brick Walls

Christmas Party

About the Genealogy Support Group

The Fenton’s Genealogy Support Group serves to support both experienced and
amateur researchers. We offer lectures, workshops, discussions, and research
nights. These events are an excellent way to become familiar with the Fenton
History Center’s impressive collection of resources. Our Research Night expands
the hours of operation of our research center to one evening per month.

LEARN MORE:
www.FentonHistoryCenter.org
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F GENEALOGY
SUPPORT GROUP

Beginning Genealogy Workshops :

For people very new at research.
We will start with the basics—one step at a time.

ALL WORKSHOPS

HELD 10 AM -2 PM
At the Mansion

includes lunch

J)

f""__

$5\

f for members

¥ Q¢ Part I - Sat,, May 16,2026 $

N\

Qo Part I1 - Sat., Jul. 18,2026  \\fornommeniess

_________________________________________________________________ __ :

¢ Part III - Sat., Nov. 7, 2026

<>
Call us or Register online at
come in to register. fentonhistorycenter.org/

workshops

Sponsored by
[ Jean Vandewark Olson Stowell ]

Genealogy Research & Education Fund

§° ) Gov. Reuben E. Fenton Mansion

67 Washington Street | Jamestown, NY 14701
D  716-664-6256 | www.FentonHistoryCenter.org
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SO AR O

LIBRARY ADDITIONS

Recently Added to the Hall House Library

The Marvin House
Robert and Elizabeth and their home

How to Find Your Family History in U.S. Church Records

Genealogist’s guide

Life and Trial of Capt. John Brown

Full account of Harper’s Ferry insurrection

The White and Peck Family

Ship Passenger Lists

Volume 1

Bradley Genealogy 1875-1976

Western New York Heritage Magazine
Volume 28 Number 4

The Gamble Family of Butler Township Knox County, Ohio

Jonas and Christina Anderson
19th Century Swedish immigrants

@ Capital Salute: D-Day Plus 70

@
(2
3
@
5
6
@
8
@
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CORPORATE MEMBER ADVERTISERS

RODGERS

LAND SURVEYING

WANIED: A Table

from the Maddox Table Company

Any size and any version. We do not have one in our
collection, and would like one for our Furniture Exhibit.
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ED-VENTURES AT THE MUSEUM

by Elizabeth Gabalski
EDUCATION COORDINATOR

May brought flowers... AND a
lot of firsts! From a first bus tour
group, to a first group of school
students and more, we've been
quite busy this last month!

On May 5th, we were visited by
the Rill's Bus Service Group.
They ventured to us from Mary-
land, and like most bus groups,
came for all things Lucy. While
our Lucy room is small, it was
a favorite for them. They en-
joyed their full visit and even
overstayed what the driver had
anticipated. Many compliments
to the home, service, and to our
phenomenal group guides Jim
and Janet Wahlberg were heard
throughout their stay. This was
their first time with us, and we'’re
looking forward to being on their
regular route in the future.

We had a HUGE day of events on
May 16th, including a genealogy
workshop, opening day for Blue
Star Museums, a drilling presen-
tation and full set up by the NY
72nd Volunteer Civil War Reen-
actors for Armed Forces Day, and
a hosting of an open sketchbook
day to celebrate International
Drawing Day. While we didn’t
have much visitation by Blue
Star families or any sketchbook
artists, our genealogy workshop
was well attended and we had
curious passersby who enjoyed
the drilling reenactors. The
weather was phenomenal and
the grounds were buzzing all day
in the best way!

A fantastic group of fourth grad-
ers from Robert H. Jackson El-
ementary School visited us on
May 19th, and what a way to
break in both my role as Edu-
cation Coordinator AND also
the basement classroom! With
a lot of help from the full team,
especially Andrew’s work clear-
ing out old computers and more,
we were able to flip the entire
classroom from storage into an
actual usable Education Center
set up with Victorian era games
and crafts. Students even dec-
orated their own teacups to be
used at a Victorian tea party in
the dining room. Board mem-
bers Janet Wahlberg and Sharon
Matson made spritz cookies and
finger sandwiches for every stu-
dent while Janet and volunteer
Karlie Blodien taught about the
tea trade, social etiquette, the
language of fans and more. As
an added bonus, we had Civil
War reenactor Josh Densmore
who demonstrated what it’s like
to set up and prepare camp, var-
ious items of gear and clothing
that would have been used at the
time, and even had photographs
and stories of local servicemen
to connect the students even fur-
ther with the past. Our greatest
compliments all around came
from students who had “more
fun than [they] expected to” and
teachers who were “happy to
watch the kids having fun with-
out any screens”! Having not
seen Frewsburg students in sev-
eral years, this was a great way to
get them back through our doors
and experiencing all we have to

offer here at the Fenton!

And of course, not every ed-ven-
ture was had on our grounds this
past month. My first tabling ex-
perience occurred at the Chau-
tauqua County Chamber of Com-
merce’s Inaugural “3rd on Third”
event. As it was their first time, it
was a bit under attended by both
vendors and businesses, and
wandering visitors, but it was
a great opportunity to discuss
what we do with folks who hadn’t
ever been to the Museum, were
new to the area, or haven’t been
to visit us in a very long time.
We're greatly looking forward to
continuing to help the Chamber
grow this event and participating
more throughout the summer!

June is PACKED with various
events, and while I'm very much
looking forward to it all, I am
starting to feel the pressure of
fitting a full-time schedule into
part-time hours! That said, if any
of our regular readers have any
interest in being tour guides, as-
sisting with school groups, party
and event planning, or possibly
even tabling at events like CHQ
Chamber’s 3rd on Third or the
Farmers’ Market, please dont
hesitate to reach out to me di-
rectly at education@fentonhis-
torycenter.org. I would love to
discuss some of our upcoming
summer events and workshops
and see where your interests best
fit!

12 WALNUT GROVE PRESS



THE FENTON
PRESENTS:

area teachers with access to materials onlocal =" ‘j‘
historical figures & individuals, classroom applicable
materials, worksheets & rubrics, a tour of the F enton
Mansion; and an exploration of our Hall House Research
lerary & Artifact Storage
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PASSPORT

Dates: July 16th, July 30th, and August 13th from 9AM 4PM

'VVhere' Fenton History Center . .- .
5 67 Washington Street, ]amestown, NY 14701

- $60 Cost Per Attendee:
ingght refreshments available; Lunch not prowded
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TALES FROM THE TEXTILE ROOM
RESEARCHING A WORLD WAR | VETERAN

by Cindy Dustin
VOLUNTEER

We recently found a World War I uniform in The
Fenton History Center’s textile inventory. The only
clue to the uniform’s owner was the faint initials
“WCP” written vertically on the inside lining of
the coat.

With the help of Vets Finding Vets Coordinator
Barb Cessna, we believe the uniform belonged to
Willard C. Peterson. Sgt. Peterson served overseas
from March 1918 until August 1919 and was with
3rd Division Medical Department Ambulance Co.
7. After the war Sgt. Peterson was very involved
in and was a charter member of Ira Lou Spring
Post #149, American Legion. He was active in
the Post’s Fife and Drum Corps, and he worked
as a salesman in the Jamestown area. He and his
family lived at 544 Front Street until his death in
1973.

(left) This medal represents the
American Legion 12th National
Convention, held Sept. 29-Oct.9.
1930, in Boston. President Herbert
Hoover was the keynote speaker.

(right) This uniform ribbon has B
individual pins with the names of
World War | battles: Aisne (1914),

Champagne Marne (July 15-18,
1918), Aisne Marne (Spring 1918),
St. Mihiel (Sept. 12-16, 1918, the
first major American-led offensive
of the war), and Meuse-Argonne

(Sept. 26-Nov. 11, 1918, which
ended with the Armistice on Nov. &
11, 1918. Over 1 million American [

soldiers participated in this battle).

Sgt. Peterson enlisted May 19,
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Volunteers Needed!

We are always looking for volunteers for different tasks and projects.
Below are three major needs for volunteers.

Contact us at (716) 664-6256, info@fentonhistorycenter.org, or stop in
and fill out a volunteer form.

LIST OF VOLUNTEER NEEDS

GIFT SHOP RECEPTION »
We need reception coverage on certain days. - MA
This involves starting tours and selling —————
merchandise in the gift shop.

SCAN LAB
We are in need of volunteers to help with digitization

projects in the Scan Lab. No experience necessary.

We are also in need of volunteers to help ® ‘*’&‘ \#
- n_8
| o)

mow the lawn at the Research Center. S

GARDEN
We need volunteers to help maintain
\

@ the Blue Star Memorial Garden.

EDUCATION AND EVENT VOLUNTEERS
We need volunteers to help for museum teach-
ers, docents, tour guides, party/event
planning assistants, public event tabling staff,
and more.

JUNE 2026 15



ANNOUNCING 5CAN LAB 2.0!

by Richard Roll
SCAN LAB COORDINATOR

In the foyer of the mansion is a
framed mission statement of the
Fenton History Society. It reads
in part...

..to provide education, collec-
tion, preservation, and exhibi-
tion of artifacts...

Note the mention of....”preserva-
tion.”

With that in mind the, Fenton
has set aside a place on the
second floor of the Hall House to
do just that. We call it Scan Lab
1.0! It houses the majority of the
equipment that enables us to dig-
itize the collection; four comput-
ers, four scanners, three print-
ers, plus many ancillary items.

It didn’t take very long before we
realized a need for more space to
house new equipment! A second
room was acquired for a new
scanner and computer donated
by a Fenton supporter! It also

CORPORATE MEMBER ADVERTISERS

Jamestown Area Community JAC":CU
Federal Credit Union

has a large work table for sorting
special projects. We call the new
room Scan Lab 2.0!

We have made significant prog-
ress in cataloging Post-Journal
obituaries due to the acquisition
of the high quality digital files
that Wayne Leamer left to us. He
was tireless in his efforts in this
regard which will aid greatly to
genealogy research!

If you are interested in volun-
teering and being a part of this
great effort please stop in at the
Hall house to say hello and get a
free tour of the Scan Labs.

No experience is necessary!

SHAWBUCKS

esT. [NC., 1295

212 West 2nd Street

Jamestown, NY 14701

(716) 487-2201

www.shawbucks.com

16 WALNUT GROVE PRESS




FENTON HISTORY CENTER
2026 LECTURE SERIES

FREE and open to the public!

All Lectures Held at on the Third Tuesday at 7:00 PM

APR 21 George Washington's Connections to Chautauqua Co.
presented by Norman Carlson

MAY 19 50th Anniversary of The King of Sweden’s Visit
presented by Joni Blackman

JUN 16 Appreciating the Architecture of First Presbyterian Church at 100
presented by John Smagner

JUL 21 Four Wars, Four Branches:
The Extraordinary Service of Lloyd Peters
presented by Barb Cessna

AUG 18 Corry-Jamestown Corp.
presented by Karen Livsey and Sam Genco

SEPT 15 Lucille M. Wright Museum
presented by Dennis Webster

OCT 20 A Real Witch Hunt and Other Ghostly Delights
presented by Rick DeKay

About the Lecture Series:

The 2026 Fenton History Center Lecture Series features evening lectures held between April and October.
These events are free and open to the public. Lectures are held in the dining room at the Gov. Reuben
Fenton mansion. They are also streamed via Facebook. Donations are appreciated to support the Fenton
History Center’s mission to preserve local history and provide educational opportunities.

Thanks to our sponsor: Rodgers Land Surveying

67 Washington $t., Jamestown, NY
(716) 664-6256 www.FentonHistoryCenter.org
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THE RAILROADS
OF JAMESTOWN PT. |

by Alvan Johnson
VOLUNTEER

In Jamestown’s early days,
transportation was either by
foot, horse and wagon, flotation
by boat or raft. A better, more ef-
ficient form of transport arrived
here in 1860, as a rail line was
being built through Chautauqua
County.

Industry was being built up in
Jamestown, much of it being
furniture, lumber, and the tool
industry. The entrepreneur-
ial spirit was gaining ground in
Jamestown, much of it around
the Chadakoin River. The boat
landing was growing too, as
steamboats were the main source
of transport from Jamestown to
Mayville, stopping at the various
villages growing along the Chau-
tauqua Lake region.

During the early days of James-
town, life was basically a working
life. People worked in the various
businesses, be it manufacturing
(which was a major factor here),
the store business, farming, and
people sometimes did a ten-to-
twelve-hour shift, after which
they went home to get housework
done.

Such was the culture here, and
as business began to thrive, it
was apparent that something
was needed to transport various
products from the factories to
wherever the marketplace was.
And now it was time to travel to

places that had never been seen.

Before railroads existed, people
traveled by foot, horse, wagon,
or boat, and most people never
traveled 25 or 30 miles from
home, not knowing what the rest
of the world was like.

The railroad changed all that.
Now, they could travel to where
the tracks went.

Jamestown was no exception
to that, and this the first train
that pulled into town in 1860
proved that. The photo used here
showed what has happened, and
soon there were people packing a
suitcase, and off they went to ex-
plore places they had never seen
before. It was the dawn of a new
age.

The retail trade and manufac-
turing businesses were also a
benefactor of the new railroad
age. Many retail stores featur-
ing clothing and hardware were
growing rapidly at this time. For

example, William Peterson oper-
ated a large lumber mill on East
Second St., and could get all he
needed from the freight yard lo-
cated at what is now Winsor and
Chandler St. There was a facto-
ry which made wooden buckets
and other household items in
the same area. There are some
historical plaques placed in this
area describing these operations.
Not only could the businesses
get the items needed for selling
and manufacturing, they could
ship the finished product out the
same way.

Passenger service was also flour-
ishing. Passenger trains stopped
at the station located at the junc-
tion of West First and Cherry
Streets, and had a spacious yard
for wagons with horses. The rail-
road was owned and operated by
the New York, Pennsylvania and
Ohio Railroad, and shared the
station with the New York, Lake
Erie and Western Line.

Continued next month.
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2026 Schedule
i FENTON HISTORY CENTER'S

s Historie Tours

All tours are held on Saturdays at 10:00 AM.

All are walking fours, except Churches, which involves transportation between locations.
JUN é|Lakeview Ave. Tour (start at Christ First UMC parking lof)

JUN 13| Allen Park (start at Allen Park Bandshel)

JUN 20| Jamestown’s Hidden Alleys gt renton mansion)

JUN 27| Jamestown’s Industrial Past g at renton mansion

JUL 11 |Ladies of Lake VieW g cemeter ofice

JUL 18|Lakeview Ave. Tour (start at Christ First UMC parking lof)

JUL 25(Allen Park (start af Allen Park Bandshell)

AUG 8(Lucy Downtown gt renton mansion)

AUG 8| Churches g at samestown Free methodist church, s15€. 7th st)
AUG 15|Jamestown’s Industrial Past st e enon mansion
AUG 22|Jamestown’s Hidden Alleys gt ot renton mansion)
AUG 29 Military Tour at Lake VieW gt cemetery ofice)

S8 for Members $12 for Non-Members
Full Circuit History Pass (access to all tours) SPONSORS:

$50 (members) $80 (non-members) Rodgers Land Surveying
Register online, by phone, or in-person in the Fenton Museum Store. Ahlstrom Schaeffer

www.FentonHistoryCenter.org/historictours Weber Knapp

Fenton Historical Society, 67 Washington St., Jamestown, NY 1470
(716) 664-6256 www.FentonHistoryCenter.org
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THE KING’S VISIT: EXHIBIT AND PRESENTATION
ON 50TH ANNIVERSARY OF VISIT

by Andrew Kolstee
OFFICE MANAGER

On April 25, 1976, Jamestown
welcomed a reigning monarch
for the first and only time in its
history. King Carl XVI Gustaf
of Sweden, The King, then just
29 years old and newly on the
throne, made a five-hour stop in
Jamestown as part of a month-
long tour of the United States
during the nation’s bicentennial
celebration.

Why Jamestown? The answer
was simple: roughly 45% of the
city’s population was of Swedish
descent, and that pride in heri-
tage had not gone unnoticed in

Stockholm. The visit was made
possible through the efforts of
Congressman Stanley Lundine,
Consul of Sweden Daniel A. Isaa-
cson, and a large committee of
local organizers who spent over a

year in preparation.

The day did not go as planned. An
icy downpour forced the King’s
plane to divert to Bradford Air-
port rather than landing at Chau-
tauqua County Airport, throwing
the carefully scheduled itinerary
into immediate disarray. Yet de-
spite the disruption, and the rain
that persisted through much
of the afternoon, thousands of
Jamestown residents turned out.
When the King finally emerged
onto Tracy Plaza to address the
crowd of some 8,000, the rain
stopped. A 100-voice choir sang,
Metropolitan Opera tenor and
Jamestown native Douglas Ahl-
stedt performed, and the King
knighted two local citizens, Bert
Bloomquist and Reginald Lenna,
with the Royal Order of the
North Star. Roger Tory Peterson

..CONTINUED ON PAGE 21
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..CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20
received the rare Linnaeus Gold
Medal from the Swedish Acade-
my of Sciences.

The King told the crowd, “I am
happy to be in Jamestown. I do
feel at home here. I almost feel
like being back in Sweden.” He
closed with a promise “James-
town is a place to come back to”
that the crowd received with
great enthusiasm.

On May 19, Executive Director
Joni Blackman gave a presen-
tation about this visit for the
2026 Lecture Series. Drawing
on newspaper accounts, the
book Saga from the Hills by M.
Lorimer Moe, and personal rec-
ollections from those who were
there, Joni shared photographs
and stories from the planning,
the weather, and the ceremony
itself. The audience also heard
firsthand from Kate Reed, who
was among those present to wit-
ness the visit.

A companion exhibit opened the
same evening and will remain
on display through September 5.

Visitors can view artifacts from
the occasion including the press
program from the King’s itiner-
ary and materials gathered from
area newspapers that covered
the day.

The Fenton History Center in-
vites anyone with memories,
photographs, etc. of the King’s
visit are invited to share them
for preservation. Stories may be
submitted by email to stories@
fentonhistorycenter.org.

The next event in the 2026

Fenton Lecture Series takes
place on June 16, when architec-
tural historian Dr. John Smag-
ner presents “Appreciating the
Architecture of First Presbyteri-
an Church at 100.”

As with all lectures in the series,
the event is free, open to the
public, and streamed via You-
Tube. Donations to support the
Fenton History Center’s mission
are appreciated. Lectures are
held in the dining room of the
Gov. Reuben Fenton Mansion.

(716) 710-7202

www.buzzwny.com

Your Ad Here!
Become a
Corporate Member

Today!
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CENTON © sOth 2026

Anniversary

The Visit of Carl XVI Gustaf,
King of Sweden

Exhibit
Open
May 19
Lo
Sept. o
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The exhibit shows examples of jewelry from the
Fenton collection dating from the 1840s to the 1940s.

Rings, bracelets, lockets, necklaces and watches from

the early Victorian period (1837-1860) through

3

World War II trench art, are all represented.

EXHIBIT OPEN THBOUGH SEPTEMBER 5, 2026

2 ; Fentun HISIUW Genter | 67 Wasnmgton street | Jamestown NY 14701
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Fenton Seeking
Collections Assistant

eI
Individual available for up to 10 months,
35 hours per week to assist with
collections inventory. This is a paid
contractor position funded by grants.

.)

w018 | =

| @ Cohtacf _j;ni Blacl__(_fnlé_n -a_t _7—1_6_6_621“6256
@ or director@fentonhistorycenter.org
for more information.

: i R e
CORPORATE MEMBER ADVERTISER

HLSTROM
CHAEFFER

ELECTRIC
CORPORATION
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SOLDIER’S FRIEND SCHOLARSHIP
2026 RECIPIENT: ALEX HUDSON

by Barbara Cessna
VETS FINDING VETS COORDINATOR

Vets Finding Vets is proud to an-
nounce that Alex Hudson has re-
ceived the 2026 Soldiers’ Friend
Scholarship! Alex was the choice
of the judges because of his two
years with ROTC while attend-
ing Niagara University, and for
his future plan for becoming a
Chaplain and an Officer in the
US Army.

Alex visited the Fenton History
Center and received the Military
Tour through the Fenton Man-
sion/Museum and also the check
for $1,000 for his further educa-
tion toward his goal.

Gov. Fenton was referred to as
the Soldier’s Friend from bills
that he was successful in pass-
ing while still a representative in
Congress, having to do with the
livelihood of the aged Veterans
of the Revolution and the War
of 1812. The list is long regard-
ing the many Civil War related
Soldier and Veteran issues that
he attended to prior to becoming
Governor and after. The Soldiers’
Friend Scholarship also gives us
an opportunity to highlight the
Veteran and Patriotic groups

who met in the Fenton Home
after it was purchased by the city
in 1919 to become a Soldier and
Sailor Memorial.

Congratulations to Alex, we can
see he has a bright future ahead.
It’s also easy to see that he will
enjoy the challenges of his jour-
ney.
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= We are a

& BLUE
A STAR

FENTON MUSEUM
HISTORY CENTER | e

——— arts.gov/bluestarmuseums =

As a Blue Star Museum, free
admission 1s available to active-
duty military personnel, including
the National Guard and Reserves,
and their families.

FREE ADMISSION

FOR ACTIVE DUTY MILITARY AND THIER FAMILIES

SAT., MAY 16, 2026 (ARMED FORCES DAY)
10
MON., SEPT. 7,2026 (LABOR DAY)

4 |
g Rl
|
4 % |
¥ 0
y = |
: {

FENTON HISTORY CENTER | 67 WASHINGTON . | JAMESTOWNANYAL4701
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- VETS FINDING VETS o

< l*l N 'l‘()\‘
= A CANTEEN

ON THE / \
SECOND SATURDAY |RefAZALILI N
OF EACH MONTH SECOND SATURDAY OF EACH MONTH
FROM 10 AMT012 PM | *JAN 10 | * JUL 11
Ak *x FEB 14 *x AUG 8
sty i g g
JAMESTOWN, NEW YORK * APR 11 * 0CT 10
. THIS LOCATION IS ‘ E SERVICE DOGS * MAY 9 *x NOV 14
C Hnnmcnpnccifmi " ARE WELCOME * JUN 13 x DEC 12 ’

a\

The mission of the Fenton Canteen is to
PROVIDE AN OPPORTUNITY TO ESTABLISH

CAMARADERIE AMONG
VETERANS OF ALL AGES -

CALL US AT
116-664-6256
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ATTENTION VETERANS!

Vets Finding Vets is a free program for
Chautauqua County veterans at the Fenton History Center.

PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS

* Research Services. We provide family genealogy and local history
research services, helping veterans discover their roots and also connect
with those in which they have served.

* Fenton Canteen. A monthly gathering for veterans to enjoy coffee,
cookies, and camaraderie. Held the second Saturday each month from
10 a.m. to 12 p.m. in the dining room at the Fenton.

* Buffalo Niagara Honor Flight. We help facilite the application process
for veterans wishing to participate in the Honor Flight to see the war
monuments in Washington, D.C.

* Quilts of Valor. Family members can nominate veterans to receive a
handmade quilt through this program.

* News and Events: We share information about veteran-related events
and happenings in the community.

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
Barb Cessna, Vets Finding Vets Project Coordinator

(716) 664-6256 | veterans@fentonhistorycenter.org
Fenton History Center | 67 Washington Street | Jamestown, NY 14701
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FENTON HISTORY CENTER

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION

GENERAL INFORMATION

 Your membership is vital for keeping the museum and research center running!
« Memberships run January - December. Memberships purchased between September 1 and
December 31 are good through December 31 of the following year.

MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS

 Unlimited complimentary admission to the Governor Reuben Fenton Mansion.
 Unlimited access to the Hall House Research Center.

« Reduced fee for Fenton events and programs unless specified.

» A 10% discount to the museum gift shop.

« Members only e-mail updates.

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP LEVELS

 Student $15

« Senior (age 62+) $30

» Veteran $30

« Individual (under age 62) $40

« Family $75. Includes 2 adults. All children in the household under 18 are included.

SUPPORTING MEMBERSHIP LEVELS

 Supporting $120. Includes 4 complimentary admission passes for guests.

« Friend of Fenton $250. Includes 6 complimentary admission passes for guests.

» Representative’s Circle $360. Includes 8 complimentary admission passes for guests.

« Senator’s Circle $500. Includes 16 complimentary admissions for guests, lunch with Execu-
tive Director, and a behind the scenes tour of the Gov. Reuben Fenton Mansion for up to four
people, a free book from our gift shop, and a Fenton branded t-shirt.

» Governor’s Circle $1,000. Includes unlimited complimentary admissions for guests, lunch
with Executive Director, a behind the scenes tour of Gov. Reuben Fenton Mansion for up to
four people, a behind the scenes tour of Hall House Research Center for four people, a free
book from our gift shop, and a Fenton branded t-shirt.

You can also process your membership payment online and have the option to set your mem-
bership to automatically renew each year. Thank you for your support!

FENTONHISTORYCENTER.ORG/MEMBERSHIP

Trivia answers from page 7.
(A1) Hurlberg Importation Co. (A2) 7th Street and 4th Street (A3) Eleazer Daniels
(A4) Warren Street (A5) Dan Drake Jr.
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Thank You to Our Supporters!

Ruph GHELDON Foundation, Inc.

CHAUTAUQUA REGION /£

COMMUNITY

RALPH C.WILSON,JR.

FOUMNDATION

< >

Community Foundation
for Greater Buffalo

MAKE THE MOST OF YOUR GENEROSITY

Support the Fenton through recycling!

Bring your plastic and aluminum beverage contain-
ers to Southside Redemption Center in the name of
the Fenton History Center. Proceeds will directly
benefit the Fenton History Center. Plastic and alu-
minum must be separated. Just drop them off in the
name of the Fenton and that’s it!

Southside Redemption Center

1752 Foote Avenue
Jamestown, NY 14701

Mon-Wed 9 AM to 5 PM
Thursday 9 AM to 2 PM
Friday 9 AM to 5 PM
Saturday 10 AM to 4 PM
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Fenton History Center’s

P 1amazon

HISTORY CENTER
STAFF MEMBERS [ ®
Joni Blackman Executive Director W I S I St

Andrew Kolstee Office Manager

Barbara Cessna Hall House Manager,

Vets Finding Vets Coordinz?tor One Of the ways you caisup ey the
Matthew Titso Collections Manager Fenton History Center is through our
Elizabeth Gabalski Education Coordinator Amazon Wishlist. Of course we accept gifts

BOARD OF TRUSTEES purchased in other places, or monetary
donations too!
Thomas Goodwill President
Janet Wahlberg Vice President
Paul Bentley Secretary

Sam Papaserge Treasurer www.amazon.com/
Marie Carrubba Trust . i
Angelo Cima Tustee hz/wishlist/ls/1PU3BVSOHQ5E0

Kaycee Colburn Trustee
Hannah Jaroszynski Trustee, City Rep.
James Jaroszynski Trustee
Paul Johnson Trustee
Marcia Kleinert Trustee
Richard Lundquist Trustee
Sharon Matson Trustee

LEARN MORE

Fenton History Center Museum
67 Washington Street

Admission Prices

Includes entry to Gov. Reuben Fenton Mansion & Museum
and William Hall House Research Center

MEMIDIEES cueeveeiieiieiieeiirecereereeceenerseesssecrsesssssssssessessnnes FREE
AUIES (T84) aerieeeiieeeiiieeiirenecereneeerssesersssssssssessssssssssssssns $10
Children (UNAer 18) c...eueeveeiieeiirnireiiencrnecrsecernecrsenssnnes FREE

Jamestown, New York 14701 Veterans (with military ID) ........ccovvueiiinveiiiinnecninnnecnnnnns $8

Hours: Mon. - Sat.10 AM - 4 PM Seniors (62+, first Tuesdays only) ..........ccovvueirvvneernnnnee. $5

Hall House Research Center Active Military and Family (May 16-Sept. 7, 2026)...... FREE

73 Forest Avenue

Jamestown, NY 14701 W ar

Hours: Mon. - Fri.10 AM - 4 PM - weare a ——
Become a member BLUE

(716) 664-6256 d d d ..

www.fentonhistorycenter.org foday and your admission STAH

to the museum and
research center is free! MUSE“M

presented by NATIONAL ENDOWMENT FOR THE ARTS
and BLUE STAR FAMILIES
arts.gov/bluestarmuseums =
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