











VETS FINDING VETS:
ELWOOD HANSON PT. |

by Barb Cessna
VETS FINDING VETS COORDINATOR

THE BACK STORY

Elwood J. Hanson, a young man
from Ashville, New York, en-
listed in the U.S. Army during
World War II. Unfortunately,
he was Kkilled in action near the
Roer River in Germany on No-
vember 25, 1944. Elwood is just
one of 83,000 American Soldiers
buried in the American military
cemetery near Margraten, Neth-
erlands.

In that same town, a fourteen-
year-old girl named Catherina,
witnessed with overwhelming
emotion, the liberation of her
country after four long years of
German occupation. Those years
of fear, hardship, and extreme
uncertainty left a large impres-
sion on her young life. Her grate-

fulness for freedom lead her to
adopt the graves of two Ameri-
can soldiers in 1946. One soldier
was repatriated to his home in
the states; the other soldier was
Elwood J. Hanson.

Catherina visited his grave often,
and repeatedly attempted to gain
the address of his family in the
United States in an attempt to set
their minds at ease. The Ameri-
can gatekeeper was restricted
from divulging any informa-
tion about living descendants of
the deceased soldiers, but after
having watched her solemn de-
votion for two years, he finally
gave in. Catherina corresponded
with Elwood’s parents until their
deaths, and then with his sister
Hilda until her death. Contact
was then lost in 1991.

THE REST OF THE STORY
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A December 2010 email from
Pieter van der Woude in the
Netherlands, to Jamestown City
Hall and a few other organiza-
tions were left unanswered. On
December 24, Norm Carlson and
I were buttoning up loose ends
at work when an email appeared
from Jamestown City Hall. They
were forwarding Pieter’s email
but warned us to be careful as
it had come from another coun-
try. Without opening it we could
see that it was regarding a local
World War II soldier and it wasn’t

long before the +LVWRU\ RI 1R

+D U P R @itulged the sad fact
that Ashville had lost a soldier
named Elwood Hanson during

...CONTINUED ON PAGE 11
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World War II. In Pieter’s attempt
to reunite his aged grandmother
with members of Elwood’s
family, he offered to share photos
that Elwood’s family had shared
with her many years ago. Norm
and I were giddy with excitement
to quickly send Pieter informa-
tion about the Hanson family
and while wishing them all a

very Merry Christmas I added
that after Christmas I would
be trying to find related family
members on this end. Norm and
I hastened out the door at the
scheduled time eager to share
such a heartwarming story with
our families at our own Christ-
mas gatherings.

Part 2 is just as amazing and will
be shared in the next newsletter!

FENTON
HISTORY CENTER

A Call for
Board Members

The Fenton History Center is governed by a Board of Trustees. We are a
“working board,” meaning we discuss, plan, strategize, and work with staff
to coordinate activities at the Fenton. We currently have open positions on
the Board. We are always looking for new members, with diverse skills and
backgrounds that can help aid in the Fenton’s mission.

If you are interested in joining the Board of Trustees, the only eligibility
requirement is that you need to be a dues-paying member of the Fenton.
Members of the Board of Trustees are elected at the annual meeting. If you are
interested, fill out the application on our website at the link below. Prospective
Board Members have also been typically invited to meetings of the Board of
Trustees to get a better idea of how the Board operates.

fentonhistorycenter.org/joinboard
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Recycle your household bags and wrap! The Fenton is collecting 500
pounds of plastic in order to get a heavy duty, weather-resistant bench
for seating in our Blue Star Memorial Garden! We have a box inside
the Fenton Mansion and at the Hall House Research Center!
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SENSORY SANTA VISITS

by Jane Babinsky
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

A special thank you to Jed Phil-
lips who played Santa and Robb
Will who played Santa’s Elf for
our Sensory Santa Visits on
Sunday, December 4th. The visits
were a success and all who at-
tended were extremely pleased.

Many of the special needs chil-
dren and adults left in awe of
seeing Santa. For many it was
the first time that their families
could go together for a Santa
visit. We had 24 adults and 25
special needs visitors.

61st Annual Meeting

of the Fenton Historical Society of

FENTON
HISTORY CENTER Jamestown, New York

Wed., January 11, 2023 at 6 PM

at the Gov. Reuben Fenton Mansion
67 Washington Street, Jamestown, NY 14701

Notice is hereby given for the 2023 Annual Meeting,
which shall include Election of Trustees, Officers, and
Presentation of the Annual Report.
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RECIPE OF THE MONTH

Transcribed by Cindy Dustin
VOLUNTEER
The Fenton History Center has an extensive collection of local cookbooks in its archives. This recipe comes from the
Chautauqua County Home Country Cookbook published around 1984. The editor was Patricia VanEtten.

HAM & NOODLE CASSEROLE Cook noodles until done, about 8 minutes, and drain well.

. . Make a roux by adding the flour to the melted butter.

Patricia Woodin Meanwhile, warm the milk in a saucepan. When the roux

is golden brown, add to the warmed milk, stirring until

« 11b. Egg Noodles smooth. Cook over medium head for about 5 minutes,

adding seasonings. Add the grated cheese to the milk and

1 c. butter, melted stir until melted

« 15 c. flour
* 5-6 cups of milk Add the ground ham and stir. Then add the noodles and
(depending on consistency) combine well. Stir in the peas.

« 3 14 Ibs. sharp cheddar cheese, grated
(set aside Y2 cup)

« 1/4 t. black pepper

4 1bs. ground ham

Pour into a large casserole dish (or 5 smaller casserole
dishes for freezing). Sprinkle with the remaining grated
cheese. Bake at 350 degrees for one hour or until the top is

« 2 Tablespoons Paprika golden brown.

« 1 small box of frozen peas NOTE: A very large recipe, but good for make-ahead meals
in the winter and for the working “Mom.” Recipe can be
cut in half.

NEED FOR A DEHUMIDIFIER
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Caring for our.exhibits and artifacts
requires constant temperatures and
levels of humidity. Our basement area
can get quite damp in the summer and
requires that we run a dehumidifier
continuously. We would welcome a new
one if you are able to help us out.
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FENTON HISTORY CENTER

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION

GENERAL INFORMATION

» Your membership is vital for keeping the museum and research center running!

« As of the summer of 2022, memberships now run January - December. Memberships pur-
chased between September 1 and December 31 are good through December 31 of the follow-
ing year.

MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS

 Unlimited complimentary admission to the Governor Reuben Fenton Mansion.
 Unlimited access to the Hall House Research Center.

» Reduced fee for Fenton events and programs unless specified.

» A 10% discount to the museum gift shop.

« Members only e-mail updates.

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP LEVELS

 Student $15

« Senior (age 62+) $30

« Individual (under age 62) $40

« Family $75. Includes 2 adults. All children in the household under 18 are included.

SUPPORTING MEMBERSHIP LEVELS

 Supporting $120, can be paid monthly ($10). Includes 4 complimentary admission passes for
guests.

« Friend of Fenton $250, can be paid monthly ($20.83). Includes 6 complimentary admission
passes for guests.

» Representative’s Circle $360, can be paid monthly ($30). Includes 8 complimentary admis-
sion passes for guests.

« Senator’s Circle $500, can be paid monthly ($41.67). Includes 16 complimentary admissions
for guests, lunch with Executive Director, and a behind the scenes tour of the Gov. Reuben
Fenton Mansion for up to four people, a free book from our gift shop, and a Fenton branded
t-shirt.

» Governor’s Circle $1,000, can be paid monthly ($83.33). Includes unlimited complimentary
admissions for guests, lunch with Executive Director, a behind the scenes tour of Gov. Reu-
ben Fenton Mansion for up to four people, a behind the scenes tour of Hall House Research
Center for four people, a free book from our gift shop, and a Fenton branded t-shirt.

You can also process your membership payment online and have the option to set your mem-
bership to automatically renew each year. Thank you for your support!

FENTONHISTORYCENTER.ORG/MEMBERSHIP
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FENTON
HISTORY CENTER

One of the ways you can support the Fenton History Center is
through our Amazon Wishlist. Of course we accept gifts
purchased in other places, or monetary donations too!

www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/1PU3BVSOHQ5EQ

PATREON

www.patreon.com/FentonHistoryCenter

STAFF MEMBERS

Jane Babinsky Executive Director
Andrew Kolstee Office Manager
Norman Carlson Collections Manager
Barbara Cessna Research Assistant,
Vets Finding Vets Coordinator

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Janet Wahlberg President

Ashley Senske Vice President

Mike Johnson Secretary

Ang Cimo Treasurer

Paul Bentley Trustee

Guy Ditonto Trustee

Tom Goodwill Trustee

Sharon Matson Trustee

Dave Painter Trustee

Marie Carrubba City Representative "™

LEARN MORE

Fenton History Center Museum
67 Washington Street
Jamestown, New York 14701
Hours: Mon. - Sat.10 AM - 4 PM

Hall House Research Center 0

73 Forest Avenue 5 O A) O F F
Jamestown, NY 14701 Museum Admission
Hours: Mon. - Fri.10 AM - 4 PM for Seniors (65+)

(716) 664-6256 FIRST TUESDAY
www.fentonhistorycenter.com E ACH MONTH

GO0
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History Appreciators History Lovers History Buffs

We are a

BLUE
STAR
MUSEUM

presented by NATIONAL ENDOWMENT FOR THE ARTS
and BLUE STAR FAMILIES

arts.gov/bluestarmuseums =




