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Recycle your household bags and wrap! The Fenton is collecting 500 
pounds of plastic in order to get a heavy duty, weather-resistant bench 
for seating in our Blue Star Memorial Garden! We have a box inside 

the Fenton Mansion and at the Hall House Research Center!



The lobby at the Governor 
Reuben Fenton Mansion has 
a new bench. But not just any 
bench—this one was built out 
of the wood from Jamestown’s 
iconic Third Street oak trees that 
were cut down two years ago. 
Ray Hofgren and Steve Tedquist 
built the bench for the Fenton as 
a donation, to carry on the legacy 
of those trees in a custom-made 
bench from local woodworkers. 

Dan Stone, Jamestown City Ar-
borist and Parks Manager was 
present for the presentation of 
the bench, noting the history of 
the oak trees and the unfortu-
nate circumstances that led to 
their removal.

Stone also talked about the im-
portance of preserving the legacy 
of the trees through the use of 
the wood from the trees, which 
have been used by local artisans 
in many creative ways. 

The Fenton History Center is 
committed to preserving the 
history of the area, and a bench 

made from the iconic Third 
Street Oaks is fitting for our 
lobby. 
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NEXT Fenton CanteenNEXT Fenton Canteen
AT FENTON HISTORY CENTERAT FENTON HISTORY CENTER

SAT., DECEMBER 10, 2022SAT., DECEMBER 10, 2022

Left to Right: Ray Hofgren, Dan Stone, and Steve Tedquist

BENCH MADE FROM 3RD STREET OAKS
PRESENTED TO FENTON

by Andrew Kolstee
OFFICE MANAGER
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Sharon Matson is on the Board of 
Trustees at the Fenton. She also 
serves on the Hall House Man-
agement Team bringing fresh 
ideas to our programming. She 
has been a member of the Fenton 
for over 30 years. This year she 
volunteered to do some of the re-
search for one of the characters 
on the Saints and Sinners Tour. 
In addition, she was at the main 
tent helping out where needed. 

Sharon has been helping with 
some much-needed sorting and 
cleaning in some of our work 

rooms. She was a great help in 
helping to finish decorating for 
our Halloween Open House and 
then showed up as Raggedy Ann 
to hand our candy during the 
Trick or Treat time. Then bright 
and early Tuesday morning after 
Halloween she showed up to 
take down and pack away all of 
the decorations. I heard via the 
grapevine that she will be show-
ing up to start decorating for 
Christmas. It seems wherever 
there is a need Sharon is there 
to help. And now let’s hear a bit 
about Sharon from Sharon. 

I arrived in Chautauqua County 

in 1971 with my husband and 
two children.  I have a Mas-
ter’s Degree in Criminal Justice 
Administration from Mercy-
hurst College, PA, and I recent-
ly retired from the Chautauqua 
County Office of Probation after 
30 years.  I have been a member 
of the Fenton since 1983. 

I am selfish with my time be-
cause I enjoy visiting my fam-
ilies who don’t live in this area 
and some not even in NY State!  
Thank you for having me on the 
Board! No, we the Fenton thank 
you for serving so generously on 
the Board. 

VIP: SHARON MATSON
by Janet Wahlberg

PRESIDENT

Fri., November 25, 2022
10:00 AM - 4:00 PM

Family Photo Day

at the Fenton History Center
67 Washington, Street, Jamestown, NY 14701

For more information,
call (716) 664-6256

Come to the historic Fenton Mansion and have 
your holiday family photo taken in the

Drawing Room. Each family will receive a
digital copy of the photo and may make

arrangements with the photographer to have 
prints made. Cost is $25.00, which includes

museum admission.
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FENTON HISTORY CENTER
MEMBERSHIPS

MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS
• Unlimited complimentary admission to the Governor Reuben Fenton Mansion.
• Unlimited access to the Hall House Research Library.
• Reduced fee for Fenton events and programs unless specified.
• A discount to the museum gift shop.
• Members only e-mail updates.

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP LEVELS
• Student $15
• Senior (age 62+) $30
• Educator $30
• Individual (under age 62) $40
• Family $75. Includes 2 adults and up to 3 children.

SUPPORTING MEMBERSHIP LEVELS
• Supporting $120, can be paid monthly ($10). Includes 4 complimentary admission 

passes for guests.
• Friend of Fenton $250, can be paid monthly ($20.83). Includes 6 complimentary 

admission passes for guests.
• Representative’s Circle $360, can be paid monthly ($30). Includes 8 complimentary 

admission passes for guests.
• Senator’s Circle $500, can be paid monthly ($41.67). Includes 16 complimentary 

admissions for guests, lunch with Executive Director, and a behind the scenes tour of the 
Gov. Reuben Fenton Mansion for up to four people.

• Governor’s Circle $1,000, can be paid monthly ($83.33). Includes unlimited 
complimentary admissions for guests, lunch with Executive Director, a behind the 
scenes tour of Gov. Reuben Fenton Mansion for up to four people, and a behind the 
scenes tour of Hall House Research Center for four people.

FENTONHISTORYCENTER.ORG/MEMBERSHIP

GENERAL INFORMATION
• Your membership is vital for keeping the museum and research center running!
• Memberships run January - December. Memberships purchased after Sept. 1 are good 

through Dec. of the following year.



One of the ways you can support the Fenton History Center is 
through our Amazon Wishlist. Of course we accept gifts
 purchased in other places, or monetary donations too!

Fenton History Center’s
Wishlist

www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/1PU3BVS0HQ5E0
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Jane Babinsky Executive Director
Andrew Kolstee Office Manager
Norman Carlson Collections Manager
Barbara Cessna Research Assistant,
               Vets Finding Vets Coordinator

Janet Wahlberg President
Ashley Senske Vice President
Mike Johnson Secretary
Ang Cimo Treasurer
Paul Bentley Trustee
Guy Ditonto Trustee
Tom Goodwill Trustee
Sharon Matson Trustee
Dave Painter Trustee
Marie Carrubba City Representative non-voting                         

Fenton History Center Museum
67 Washington Street
Jamestown, New York 14701
Hours:	 Mon. - Sat. 10 AM - 4 PM

Hall House Research Center
73 Forest Avenue
Jamestown, NY 14701
Hours:	 Mon. - Fri. 10 AM - 4 PM

(716) 664-6256
www.fentonhistorycenter.com

STAFF MEMBERS

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

LEARN MORE

50% OFF
Museum Admission

for Seniors (65+)

FIRST TUESDAY
EACH MONTH

Fenton History Center’s
www.patreon.com/FentonHistoryCenter


